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Fall is a great time of year. Pumpkin spiced everything, raking
leaves, harvesting your hobby garden, and finishing up all those last
minute chores you’ve been putting off in hopes of being prepared for the
cold Wyoming winter months ahead. Late season goals might include
over seeding or reseeding the turf in your yard, pasture or open spaces.
Reseeding or dormant seeding an area in the fall can flourish in
the spring once the ground temperatures increase continually with the
combination of spring moisture. Fall seeding utilizes spring moisture for
added germination and less hose dragging for the landowner. Fall
seeding is not the only fall adventure associated with your turf or
pasture. Weed control in the fall or after a good killing frost can be
another added benefit to your lawn, pasture or open space.
A weed management plan, implemented in the fall utilizing a fall
herbicide application can achieve better knock down and control of a
variety of weeds. Fall chemical control hits the plant when it is at its most
crucial point of uptake for winter energy storage and finalization for next
year’s growth. Fall also gives us a preview of what’s about to happen over
the next few winter months. Yes, wind and snow and the open plains.
Everybody that lives in southeast Wyoming needs some type of
wind and snow control. Fall and winter gets busy for the LCCD designing
living snow fences/windbreaks for the plains we call home. Designing
early gets you prepared for spring planting. Designs are no cost to the
landowner and will help in identifying best possible placement of one or
multiple rows of trees to combat that Wyoming wind and snow. With
snow on your mind, and spring plantings planned, where does the snow
runoff go?
To the creek. Be it Crow Creek or Dry Creek, conservation of these
creeks is on all of our minds. Creating sinuosity on Dry Creek, in lieu of a
straight channel, within our natural area is a work in progress. Preparing
to amend the creek and the hurdles that go with amending the creek is
work with reward, but requires quality planning and coordination.
Conservation is an evolving practice. It keeps you on your toes and
striving for more knowledge of how to address those conservation
concerns. The LCCD staff enjoys the work that they put into the
community for conservation now, and the future. Your tax dollars at
work.
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Management
with Shaun Kirkwood
BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
Conservation goals are geared towards Best Management Practices, or BMPs, as tools
that communities can utilize in managing activities to mitigate pollution of surface and
groundwater, inhibit noxious weeds, reduce soil movement, control fertilizer runoff, properly
manage animal waste, and protect water quality to achieve multiple positive environmental
outcomes. BMP’s benefit your community and your Wyoming land in many ways. These tools
will improve the community we call home and the conservation efforts of all.
Everyday non-point pollution BMP’s:
•

•
•

•

•
•
•

Fertilizing wisely. Apply fertilizers only to the target area. Avoid hardscapes
which allow fertilizers to run to water sources. Fertilizing in a timely manner
avoiding any storm events that remove fertilizers from target areas. Fertilization
can also be attached to yard clippings. Avoid grass clippings entering the water
system.
Pet waste disposal. Pet waste contributes to non-point pollution of all waters the
waste comes in contact with.
Pest Management. Using various methods for managing pests while protecting
soil, water, and air quality. Proper identification of pests, proper control measures
including if control is warranted.
Household hazardous waste disposal. Paints, fertilizers, pesticides, solvents and
vehicle additives is another non-point source pollution that contribute to water
quality issues.
Equipment and vehicle washing. When washing vehicle(s) and equipment,
avoiding allowing runoff to enter the water system.
Erosion and Sediment Control. Using practices to conserve and reduce the
amount of sediment reaching water bodies.
Irrigation Management. Increasing irrigation efficiency can reduce non-point
source pollution of ground and surface waters also controlling unnecessary water
usage.

If you have questions or concerns regarding BMP’s, contact the Laramie County
Conservation District: info@lccdnet.org/307-772-2600
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Finance
with Kathy Cooney
Cyber security has certainly been in the news this year! It is scary as everything we do these
days is on the “information highway” of the internet. There are many types of cyber-attacks from
hacking, to spamming.
The Laramie County Conservation District takes your personal
information seriously. Along with having a cyber and privacy
insurance policy, a customer’s confidential payment information is
shredded immediately after being processed when a customer calls
for payment over the phone. A more secure form of payment is the
new online payment portal: https://securepayment.link/lccdnet/
The LCCD fiscal year for ’20-’21 has come to a close and an audit is in the works. A new
budget for FY ’21-’22 has been approved, and LCCD is already working on implementing projects
for this year.

With the new fiscal year, comes challenges for the LCCD as construction has begun on the
new headquarters building. Not only will LCCD own a property for the first time, it comes with new
budgeting challenges to maintain a property, pay utilities, and be responsible for the property itself.
LCCD is up to this challenge as the LCCD has a staff that works as a team and is willing to put in the
work to accomplish this monumental task.
It is exciting to see this project come to fruition in seeing actual walls being erected on the
property, interior design choices are in the works, and LCCD continues to implement natural
resources to Laramie County residents.

New LCCD Headquarter under construction
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Water
with Jeff Geyer
Giving Dry Creek a Helping Hand
The District’s Water Specialist position gets to work with so many different individuals and
entities, on so many different projects, there’s never a dull moment. This summer has been no
different. The Cheyenne High Plains Audubon Society (CHPAS) encouraged the LCCD to apply for
their highly competitive regional Western Water Grant. Water grant? Aren’t we a dry county (no,
not that kind of dry)? Well, yes, I will never be caught bragging about our 15 inches of rain unless
I’m in Arizona, but it doesn’t mean we don’t have streams in this county.
The Audubon Society’s Western Water Grant looks to fund projects in the arid west that will
maintain or restore streams or lake habitats to a healthy condition accessible for both migratory
birds and human communities. If you recall from previous articles, the LCCD manages the
Cheyenne Business Parkway Natural Area (CBPNA) for LEADs and we thought our Dry Creek
Restoration project, smack dab in the middle of the CBPNA, would be a perfect candidate for the
grant. We applied and were awarded the grant along with chapters in Logan, Utah, Grand Junction,
Colorado, Salt Lake City, Utah, and Phoenix,
Arizona. (https://www.audubon.org/news/audubon
-chapters-taking-local-action-birds-and-people-arid
-west).
In our Spring newsletter I wrote about lowtech restoration structures that help induce
meander in impaired and overly straightened
stream channels, such as our beloved Dry Creek.
Urban development increases runoff in town and
increased runoff leads to blown out channels. The
District excavated a new floodplain adjacent to Dry
Creek in 2019, allowing the high storm flows to
Post Assisted Log Structure (PALS)
spread over a greater area and reduce erosive
installed on Dry Creek
velocities. With the help of volunteers from both the
CHPAS, Wyoming Game & Fish Department (WGFD) and the State Engineer’s Office (SEO), we
managed to install some low-tech structures to help push that flow laterally. A big thank you to all of
the volunteers on that 90°F-day! A meandering stream improves riparian habitat which both
armors the floodplain and delights our migratory birds. It also helps store water in the floodplain
only to return that stored flow later in the summer, prolonging base flows of Dry Creek for our
native fish populations.
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When you excavate 5000 yards of soil to create a floodplain, you need to make sure the new
floodplain becomes revegetated or you’re going to lose some dirt in a big storm. While the District
seeded and planted the inset floodplain, 2020 was not a stellar precipitation year. We had to reseed
and replant some sections of the floodplain. We made sure that some of the new plant species
included some native riparian forbs, a key component that has been lost in the drainages of Laramie
County. Some of the soil was used to create topographic berms that were also reseeded this year.
The District also planted some trees on these berms that will provide both food and shelter for the
wildlife species that frequent the area.
Lastly, we intend to install a game camera permanently to monitor use of the new habitat
area. The camera will not only capture birds and deer along the creek but it will also capture the
change in vegetation over time. We will link the camera to both the LCCD and CHPAS websites so
that folks can wake up each morning, drink their coffee and see who’s using the habitat.
While it sounds fun, it’s a lot of work and will take a while to complete all of our goals within
the entire Dry Creek floodplain. Everything I just described in the paragraphs above, known as
Phase I, was made possible by Audubon’s Western Water Grant and the great people of the CHPAS
club. I especially want to give special recognition to Lorie Chesnut and Mark Gorges for their above
and beyond efforts. This position is never dull, but without building relationships, we could never
get it done.

Audubon, WGFD , and WY SEO volunteers helping install low tech structures on Dry Creek
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Urban Water-wise Corner
LCCD and the Master Gardeners are finishing the second year of the Laramie County Library
Native Pollinator Habitat Project. This is the project that converted nearly 13,000 square feet of
irrigated bluegrass turf to a native pollinator habitat to reduce the library sprinkler irrigation,
beautify a detention pond, and provide native plant seed to the general public using the library’s seed
bank.
Only a few plants will be left to plant next spring (2022) while the second-season plants have
really taken off this year. Nancy Loomis presented two walking tours of the project as part of the
“Hot Summer Nights with Native Nancy” that were hosted by the District. Participants learned about
seasonally blooming native plant requirements and the pollinators they attract. Don’t worry if you
missed this year’s programs because we will host at least a spring and summer tour next year as well.
We’re contemplating some classes in design for these types of plantings - so stay tuned to our
Facebook page and website.
Is there anything left to see in the fall at the detention pond? The last of the spectacular
pinkish-purple display of New England aster and yellow rigid goldenrod have waned. Though the
flowers have finished their act, our shrubs and grasses are still displaying some of their side benefits.
Senesced grasses, like big and little bluestem, have a showy orange to burgundy fall color that will
make you want to replace your Karl Forester grasses planted along your front walkway. Some of the
shrub species we planted still had their colorful fall displays as well. The Pawnee Buttes sand cherry
and three leaf sumacs both turn an eye-catching burgundy that will make you want to plant them in
your yard. Even the stems of our bluestem willow, red twig and yellow twig dogwoods will start to
stand out against the white backgrounds of a Wyoming winter. Plant the natives, they belong here
and are use to our harsh climate. They often outperform the cultivars sold in stores for longevity of
bloom and precipitation/soil requirements.
Laramie County Library Detention Pond

New England aster
www.lccdnet.org

Yellow rigid goldenrod
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Range & Wildlife
with Rex Lockman
Beware of this weed
Spotted knapweed is starting to be more common in Laramie County. It is a highly
invasive plant and releases toxins into the soil preventing other plants from growing. This
plant provides no benefit to wildlife or the range and displaces acres of valuable forage for
livestock. Once this plant gets started it is very difficult to eliminate. Seed from spotted
knapweed can last up to 15 years in the soil, so just when you think it is all gone more pop up.
Catching it on your property before it spreads will save you a lot of money, time, and
heartache. Pulling can be effective when the roots are removed which can often be achieved
especially with wet soil. If it has flowered then make sure to bag it and throw it away to
prevent seed dispersal. This is feasible if you catch it before it has spread. If it has already
spread, there are herbicides that will help manage it. Once it gets started on your place you
better plan on fighting it for a long time. So keep your eyes open and catch it before it
becomes a nightmare. There is a plant that looks very similar to spotted knapweed, but it has
a flower with a yellow center and spotted knapweed flower is a solid color. For more
information on identification or control options you can call Laramie County Conservation
District 307-772-2600 or Laramie County Weed and Pest. 307-245-3213.

Spotted knapweed flower
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Spotted knapweed
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Fall weed control
Spring is the time when many people spray their weeds, but fall spraying will achieve
better control of some weeds. In the spring everyone is excited to get out in their yards and
start working. So it is at this time they see the weeds and just start spraying. By the time fall
rolls around the luster of yard work is gone and spraying weeds is the last thing on their
minds. While there are plenty of weeds that can be controlled with spring and summer
spraying, some of the more troublesome weeds in Laramie County are more effectively
controlled by spraying in the fall.
Perennial plants start translocating nutrients into their root systems in the fall before
going dormant for the winter. Therefore, when perennial weeds are sprayed in the fall, more
of the herbicide is translocated to the roots, often achieving a better kill. These same plants
sprayed in the spring or summer may look like they are dead but may come back from the
roots the following spring. Two of Laramie County’s more troublesome listed noxious weeds,
Dalmatian toadflax and Canada thistle, are prime candidates for fall spraying.

Dalmatian toadflax
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Dalmatian toadflax flower
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Trees
with Clark Young & Dale Beranek
Steps to a successful tree planting
Fall and spring are a great time to plant trees.
Below are steps for a successful tree planting.
1) Choose the proper tree for the space you have. Look up and
look around. Allow plenty of room for growth. Consider how
large the tree will be upon maturity or in a few years.
2) Call for underground utility locates. Reach out to One Call of
Wyoming at 811 to ensure no utilities will interfere with the
planting.
3) Dig a hole at least twice the diameter of the root ball, but not
deeper than the exposed root flare. Explained next.
4) Whether you are planting a container tree or a ball and burlap
tree, determine the root flare. This is where the trunk of the tree
or the first root is at the top of the root ball. This will let you
know how deep the tree will need to be planted, Photo 1.
Root flare identification/Photo 1
Picture shows where the trunk is darker which is where the soil
had to be removed.
5) Remove the tree from its container. If the tree is in a
plastic container, cut the root ball on all four sides and the
bottom, Photo 2. This will prevent the roots from
continuing to circle causing the roots to girdle the tree. If
the tree is a ball and burlap tree, remove the wire basket
and burlap. Avoid rolling or moving the root ball around
causing the root ball to crumble and break apart.
6) Check the depth of the hole. Make sure that when you
plant the tree, the root flare is at ground level or
maximum 1 inch above ground level, if you are going to
wood chip or mulch the tree.
Circling/girdling root in pot/Photo 2
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7) Plant the tree in the middle of the hole allowing disturbed soil to be placed around the root ball
of the tree. Replace and use the soil you removed when digging the hole. Use of compost or
other soils is not recommended. You want the roots to adapt and grow outwards into the soil
they will be establishing in and not just circling in the composted higher nutrient soil.
8) Water your tree. Let the water settle in the hole, adding needed soil to keep the exposed roots
covered. Use your shovel to tamp the soil in and around the root ball to remove air pockets.
Again adding more soil if needed.
9) Stake the tree with either wood stakes or metal stakes, Photo 3. Attach the tree to the stakes
using rope and tree straps. Leave the tree with a little room for movement, encouraging the
roots to grow outwards and creating a stronger trunk.
10) Add wood chips. Install 3 to 4
inches of mulch around the tree.
Mulch from the trunk of the tree,
to its natural drip line. Avoid
mulch being placed against the
trunk of the tree. “Mulch like a
donut not like a volcano”.
Mulching around new and old
trees aids in moisture retention in
the soil, keeps the weeds down for
moisture competition, controls
ground temperatures, and as the
mulch decomposes, it will add vital
nutrients to the soil, benefiting the
tree. Mulch also cuts down on
maintenance cost and keeps the
mowers and weed whackers away
from the tree trunk, Photo 3.

Tree staking and mulch application/Photo 3

11) Water the tree again. Continue watering weekly at the rate of 10 gallons of water per inch of
tree diameter, measured at breast height. Continue this watering through spring, summer and
into the fall. If fall planting, water at a minimum of once per month, when temperatures are
above 40 degrees with mild winds.

HAPPY TREE PLANTING!!!
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Laramie County Natural Resources Prioritization Meeting
Saturday, January 22nd 2022 from 8 am to Noon
The Laramie County Conservation District (LCCD) and the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) are holding a meeting intended for residents who are interested in helping
determine natural resource priorities and opportunities for conservation projects within Laramie
County. Typical attendees include interested residents, agricultural producers, agricultural and
environmental organizations, and representatives of local agencies carrying out natural resource
conservation activities.
Meteorologist Don Day will be at the meeting to present on understanding the climate
variables we are seeing and the impacts on agricultural practices. He will also be available for a
question/answer session.
Questions about the meeting contact Shaun Kirkwood at 772-2600/kirkwood@lccdnet.org
At the Archer Complex/M Building
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